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"Can you ever know anybody?" is the question that arises in Eric's mind as more and more shocking secrets are revealed. Despite this, who could really discover the truth hidden behind?
Keith, Eric's teenage son has promised to babysit Amy, the eight-year old daughter of the neighbouring Giordanos family. A single decision has changed the fate of everybody, especially Eric's once warm and stable family, as Amy goes missing the next morning.
Keith becomes the biggest suspect of the case, as his introvert character has drawn the police's attention. In faith that his son is innocent, Eric starts defending him from police investigations and the suspicion of the neighbourhood. However, as more and more evidence is found, Eric starts to doubt Keith's innocence. He desires to find out the truth, despite the consequences it would bring. His discoveries exposes secrets of his original family, pieces of long buried truth that he does not want to face. He suspects that the fatal car accident of his mother was actually planned, he suspects that his brother Warren has withheld something from him, he even doubted the faithfulness of his wife... Suspicion grows destructive, even fatal. 
As a teenager, I empathise with Keith. The frustration when feeling isolated and the stress in school life he faces are similar to mine in real life. Also, it is never an easy task to get on well with parents. The generation gap makes us difficult to communicate, leading to misunderstanding. They may have expectations on us, but those expectations are always not our own dreams. Thus, they become a burden. However, as the book is mainly written in a father's perspective, it has also explained our parents' thoughts, making us easier to understand and consider their difficulties.
Besides, the book also shows the importance of trust in a family throughout the story. The enduring damage to relationship has made me learn a precious lesson. We together may face many challenges. Only by supporting one another can problems be solved.
Red Leaves is a captivating crime novel. It has created tension in different ways.  In the story, the plot is composed of two storylines: one of Keith, and one of Eric's original family. The two storylines interweave to form the climax. Moreover, the use of foreshadowing and flashbacks makes the plot more unpredictable.
I especially appreciate the use of echoing dialogues. The repetitive use of a sentence signifies an ominous fate or a danger. Although the sentence itself seems ordinary, it gives me an eerie feeling, as well as creating suspense in the rising action.
The switching of narratives in each part changes the descriptive tone. Although the book was mainly written in the first person, some chapters are written in the second person, using "you" as the narrator. Different feelings and emotions are expressed. Through this, the thoughts and moods of the characters become more catchy. The motives of their acts are more easily understood.
‘Red Leaves’ is not only a well-written crime novel. The point that makes it stand out is how the writer depicts the whole story. Its descriptions of ordinary scenes are true to life, especially the household settings. I can actually feel the cosy atmosphere of the warm morning when they are having breakfast together.
Moreover, the writer has portrayed every character vividly, from their appearance to their personalities. I can feel the sullenness of Keith and the sloppiness of Warren, Eric's brother, as if they were real life characters. I can experience the change of Eric's optimism into suspicion, and the affliction that he feels. Their feelings are from the bottom of their hearts, and so they are etched in my heart as well.
At the same time, the main idea of the book is brought out. "Suspicion is an acid," said Eric, "Everything it touches it corrodes." From the remorse of Eric, I have learnt that suspicion is a destructive weapon. It causes enduring damage to relationships, making it just like a broken bridge. The isolation that it brings takes a long time to recover, only possible if it is not too late.
Red Leaves, named for fallen autumn leaves, has related the book to its theme. The depiction of this autumn scenery has not only created an exquisite picture, but also symbolized the remorse, and that the great times of happiness has come to an end. Just like leaves that wither and fall from a tree, "it's too late to take anything back". It somehow indicates the ending of the story.
The use of metaphor and symbolism is outstanding. Eric, who is the owner of a photo and frame shop, has framed his beautiful memories like family photos. As his real life begins to go downhill, he realizes that the smiles in the family photos are deceiving, and the past-believed truth is never real.
Also, I can find similarities of his experience with some objects. For example, the Japanese maple he has planted with care beside his doorway is a metaphor of his devotion to his family. Under it, life's happiest moments passed. His family is also linked with the brick grill at his home. He once thought its solidity can make it withstand the strongest storms. However, his family has collapsed in such a storm. Those supposedly 'strong' ties are actually fragile.
Each time these objects are mentioned, they give me a different impression. On the day that the Japanese maple was shaded by a dark shadow, it seems to foretell the fate of Eric's family. It helps to emphasise the theme, making the plot even more stirring.
In addition, the novel is beautifully written. The characters' feelings are written in fine words. The use of similes makes everything even more down-to-earth.The sorrow filled in the lament, the suspicion and fear that rise like mist, the forgiveness that come sweetly and sincerely, the acceptance of fate with calmness are expressed in a poetic style. It is really moving.
Overall, Red Leaves is a heartrending and haunting novel filled with suspense. Its literal beauty is outstanding among crime novels. The most important of all, it makes us reflect on our relationship with our family members. That’s why I have no reservation in recommending this meaningful book for you.
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